JANUARY 2017
President’s Message:
We begin 2017 with exciting news
which is that we will be hosting the
New York State Saengerbund
Saengerfest in June 2018.
Our
request to host the Fest was made in
part to help the Maennerchor
celebrate its 150th anniversary. I
can’t help but wonder whether the founding fathers of
the original Rondout Social Maennerchor ever
thought their little social group would be the longest
continually functioning ethnic organization in
Kingston but here we are.
Throughout 2017 we will be sharing information with
you about the Fest and other possible ways we will
celebrate. The Maennerchor is also honored to be the
first chorus to host the Saengerfest under its new
format. Historically the Fest was held every three
years, for three days and with competition as part of the
weekend. The new format calls for the Fest to be held
every two years, for two days and with no competition.
So, mark your calendars for Saturday, June 9, 2018.
That is the date for the Fest concert/banquet/dance
and we hope to see all of you there. The venue will
hold up to three hundred people and we want to fill
it! More information will appear in the next issue.
At the end of 2016, I specifically want to thank the
following: Herman Koelmel for putting together a
truly super newsletter; Alina Nitzschner for her success
with the Kaffeeklatsch which has become a standard
first Sunday afternoon event for so many; Michael
Scheunemann for developing the Stammtisch with
input from participants; and, John Bruening for his
steady work with the Thursday men’s group.
To each and everyone, thank you for your support
and work no matter what it is. Each one of you has
something to offer and it is appreciated.
To all, a healthy and peaceful New Year.

Hildegard

Your Help and Financial Support is Urgently Needed

We are again holding our 23 Prize Drawing in 2017.
This event helps offset our taxes and other general
operational expenses. There are twenty $25.00
drawings and 3 Grand Prizes of $300.00,
$200.00, and $100.00. All participants are
eligible for each of the twenty $25.00 prizes and
the final 3 Grand Prizes. There are 23 chances to
win, with the total amount of prizes valued at
$1,100.00.
The donation for each ticket is $20.00. All the
winning tickets will be drawn on Sunday 8 January
2017. Included in the ticket price is a Pizza Party
at our clubhouse on Greenkill Avenue with Dance
Music by Paul Sluzar from 1 to 5 PM. Each
participant may bring a guest for a cover price of
$10.00.
Tickets are still available by contacting Julia
Zeboris at 845-331-5293; you do not have to
attend to win.

Thank you all for your support!
Sunday Kaffee Klatch
Alina has promised a special
surprise celebration with New Year
treats and a wonderful video
presentation. Come and enjoy
each others company on
Sunday January 1st 2017
Starting at 2 PM.
Come relax and visit with your friends

und einen guten Rutsch ins neue Jahr!

Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor Inc.
37 Greenkill Avenue Kingston, New York 12401
Founded 1868

(845) 338-3763

www.kingstonmaennerchoranddamenchor.org
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INTRODUCING
by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz

Please take the time to extend a
hand of friendship:

Edith Borchardt
Edith joined the Maenner and Damenchor July 10, 2016.
She was invited to join by fellow members Ruth
Froehlich, Michael Scheunemann and Peter Weitze and
she joined as a singer. She emigrated from Vienna in
1956 where she was born and settled in Kingston, NY,
where she still resides. In 1961 she graduated from
Kingston High School as salutatorian of her class. She
then went to Vassar College and graduated with honors.
Edith traveled west to the University of California,
Berkeley to pursue and M.A. in Comparative Literature.
The following year, she became a Teaching Assistant in
the German Dept. This was a turbulent time at Berkeley
since it was during the Vietnam War and Edith
remembers tanks rolling in and the University being
guarded by soldiers. So she left that summer to study
Latin in Garmisch-Partenkirchen in the Bavarian Alps.
After passing the Latin requirement and her Ph.D. exam,
she taught German full-time in nationally competitive
adjunct and temporary positions while writing her
dissertation at the University of the Pacific in Stockton,
UC Berkeley, and the University of Illinois at Chicago
Circle, Gustavus Adolphus College and St. Olaf College.
From there, she went to Purdue University in Indiana,
the University of South Alabama in Mobile, and to the
Lewis & Clark College in Oregon where she finished her
thesis on Heinrich von Kleist; her first book to appear in
1987. As you can see, Edith has a very impressive
resume but we are not finished yet.
In 1985, the University of Minnesota, Morris, offered
her a tenure track position which she accepted, retiring
in 2011 as a full Professor of German with 26 years of
service. Her specialty is German Romantic literature.
She has taught all levels of German language, as well as
literature from the Middle Ages to the present, including
Germany Classicism, Romanticism, Post –War German
drama, Austrian studies, and film. Her scholarship is
interdisciplinary, encompassing English, French and
Spanish literature as well.
Professor Borchardt is a writer and author as well. From
1988 until her retirement she has presented papers at the
International Conference for the Fantastic in the Arts.
She has published poetry, essays, short stories and
scholarly articles. Her most recent book is Women in
the Shadows (2008) a translation of Charles S. Chiu’s
“Frauen im Schatten” (1994) which deals with five
prominent women in the former Austro-Hungarian
Empire. She is currently translating Brigitte Hamann’s
biography of Crown Prince Rudolf of Habsburg.

Edith travels extensively abroad often with students to
Austria, Germany, Italy and Hungary. She still has a
home in Minnesota as well as here in Kingston. She was
a devoted daughter to her father, who was a resident at
Ten Broek Commons. Our Heinz Vogt was also a
resident at the time and he was so happy to have
someone to speak German with.

Stephen Kelley
Steve became a member of the Club July 20, 2016 and
joined as a worker.
He was introduced to the
Maennerchor by his father Roger, who has been a
member for a while. Steve was born in Kingston, NY
and currently lives in Port Ewen with his wife Tammy
and their children Kyla and Joseph. Steve and Tammy
are celebrating 13 years together.
Steve is a fire fighter and an EMT instructor in East
Fishkill, NY. He is also studying to be able to teach at
the college level. He attended both Suny Ulster and
Suny Rockland. His major is Communications and his
minor is History and hopefully, in about two years, he
will get his degree.
This is one busy guy. He is affiliated with Hudson
Valley Fire & Safety (part-time), the East Fishkill
Emergency Services, Suny Ulster and is a volunteer with
the Port Ewen Fire Department. In addition, he finds
time to bring Roger to the Club on Thursday afternoons
and has helped set-up for some of our Club events. He
is an author of children’s books and has written ‘Becky
and the New Fire Engine’. Eventually, there will be
more books. Steve also enjoys hiking and fishing.

Joann Rose Fabiano Petruski
Joann was introduced to the Maennerchor and
Damenchor by Robert Zentner. She was accepted for
membership November 9th, 2016, and she joined as a
worker – good news for some of us old-timers. We are
always glad to have a willing new worker.
Joann was born in Kingston, NY and she has lived here
her whole life. She graduated from Kingston High
School and Dutchess County Community College,
where she earned an Associate Degree as a Dental
Assistant. She has been a Dental Assistant for 30 years
and is employed at Pine Street Dental.
Joann has a daughter and a two year old grandson who
she enjoys having on overnight stays. She enjoys
helping others. She also is a member of the White Eagle
Ladies Aux. In her spare time, Joann enjoys cooking,
kayaking, shopping, going to casinos and the race track.

Herzliches
Willkommen

THE PERSONALS
Z u m G e b u r t s t a g V ie l G lü c k
Birthday Greetings to Vivian Longto,
the eldest active singer in the New
York State Sängerbund, who recently
celebrated her 91st birthday.

Wir Gratulieren
Congratulations to Aaron McCasland, who has been
a member of the Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor since February 2014. He has been
awarded the Mid-Hudson Study Council Excellence
in Teaching Award. Aaron graduated from Kingston
High School in 2008, while there he studied Spanish
and German. He had studied Spanish in middle
school, but when he found out that German was
offered in Kingston, he was excited to take on that
challenge. Because he had no previous German
experience before beginning at the High School, he
did a lot of independent work to catch up to his
classmates who already had two years of study under
their belts. Aaron continued on to SUNY Stony
Brooke and graduated with a BA in German
Language and Literature with a minor in business
and Russian. He graduated in May 2012 and was
hired to teach high school German in the Red Hook
Central School district in June of the same year.
Aaron teaches German levels 2, 3, and the
International Baccalaureate German classes, as well as
an introductory Spanish class. This award confirms,
he is doing an outstanding job and the program
continues to thrive. While teaching full time, Aaron
completed his MS in Education at SUNY New Paltz
with a concentration in school leadership with a final
average of 4.0! In addition to his teaching load, Aaron
is also the faculty advisor for the Model UN club, he
started a German Club with plans to travel to
Germany with a group of juniors and seniors in spring
of 2018, and he is a union representative.
Aaron enjoys teaching the IB classes, because he is
able to delve deeper into German literature, culture,
and modern day issues. He likes broadening the
horizons of his students and preparing them for a
more globalized world. When asked why the interest
in languages and why German in particular, Aaron
said he was interested in languages because it gives
him the ability to communicate with others and makes
the world much more accessible.
German, he thought, was different than French and
Spanish which are offered at most schools and it
piqued his interest. Russian had the same effect in
college. As far as future plans, Aaron is looking
forward to a degree in administration as well.

CONVALESCING: Some of our
members and friends on the road to
recovery include an amazing array of
walking wounded, medical healers, and
surgery veterans. Recuperating from
hospital stays, various illnesses, and health related issues are:
Josie Brendle, Ed Brown, John Bruening, Rudy
Dehnert, John Galish, Heinz Holzhauer, Pat Kelly,
Herm Koelmel. Also members Carl Bell’s wife
Vinci and Jody Hoyt’s wife Sita.
We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers, and wish
you all a rapid and successful return to good health.
Please send them a friendship note.

Gesundheit, Glück, in Gottes Segen!

Alte Kameraden
Condolences to the families of
our members and friends who
are no longer with us.
Condolences to the friends and family of members
Reinhold Schmitt, former member Peter Spiegler, and
Hanna Condiff. Charlotte Folkl’s sister Dorothy
Krauland, Catherine Johnson’s brother George Sasso.
Our Singer Brother from Poughkeepsie Germania
Hubert Gillner. Also our dear friends from Troy
Germania Joseph and Margarete Betzwieser. Gretel
passed away a few days after her 97th Birthday in
October. Joe, also 97, passed away a month later.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you,

,Brüder und Schwestern auf Leben und Tod’

DEUTSCHE
STUNDE
DOPPELTE

You can enjoy beautiful German music, news, and
information of local interests twice on Sundays. Tune
into Hans Safer’s German Hour on Radio Station
WKNY 1490 AM at 10:05 AM.
In the early afternoon you can tune in once again for
another hour of soothing German entertainment
and relax with Helga Nowak-Razey on her
Heiimatstunde with Helga on Radio Station WHVW
950 AM from 2 to 3 PM.
Contact Hans or Helga and they will play that special request.

T A LE N T C O R N E R

NEW YORK STATE
SAENGERBUND INC.
www.nyssb.org

Herm Koelmel

Deutscher
Chorverbund

I congratulate and thank all the
singers and members of the Buffalo
Schwaben Chor, President Christel
Kasprzak,
and
Convention
Chairperson Susan Schneider for
their gracious hospitality in hosting
our recent New York State
Saengerbund Convention.
We had a successful weekend filled
with concerned interest, meaningful discussion, and
thoughtful deliberation as we ratified an innovative New
York State Sängerbund Sängerfest Process. Vielen
Dank to all the delegates and choruses for their
commitment and dedication in helping define their
current capabilities and resources in developing this new,
realistic, and viable approach to future sängerfeste.
We also had time for some Spaß with Freundschaft und
Kameradschaft as we celebrated Oktoberfest at Scharf’s
Restaurant and capped off the weekend with an inspirational
Memorial Service and Concert at Gregor’s Garden Grove.
Alles rächt sich irgendwann! What goes around comes
around! The discussion and concerns of declining
sängerfest participation began at our convention in
Kingston, NY last year. We now applaud and thank the
Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor for stepping up
to the plate to initiate and apply the new format and
procedures by offering to host our next Saengerfest.
The convention delegates accepted their bid and our 38th
Sängerfest will be celebrated in Kingston in June 2018 in
commemoration of their 150th Jubiläum. We look forward
to working with the Kingston Sängerfest Committee to
implement our new approach and develop a memorable,
fun filled sängerfest honoring our musical customs and
traditions with freundschaft and gemütlichkeit.
Next Spring delegates will gather and bring their
chorus suggestions and musical choices to help develop
the framework of the 2018 Mass Chorus Concert.

Bundes Music Committee Meeting
Hosted by the Utica Maennerchor
30 April 2017
Darf dieser Heilige Jahreszeit euer Herzen anfassen und
Frieden bringen zu Ihren Seelen! Wir wünschen sie ein
gesundes, zufriedenes und erfolgreiches Neues Jahr!
May this holy season touch your hearts and bring peace to your
souls! We wish you a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year!
Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen und Kameradschaft,
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie

Herman Alfons Koelmel, President

Stephen Kelley is a Firefighter/EMT, Author, and a
member of our Kingston Maennerchor. He has written a
marvelous children’s book illustrated with great artwork by
his brother James Morse. The storyline is about friendship:

Your childhood is what you make of it. Aiden, who
grew up in the firehouse, begins his adventures
when the fire siren sounds. On one special night,
Aiden discovers a new friend in the firehouse:
Becky, the new fire engine. But this isn't an
ordinary fire truck-Becky is alive and real. Come join
us as they both discover what true friendship is.
In an article published in the Kingston Times 18 August
2016 Steve explained that he got his inspiration from his
Volunteer Fireman Dad Roger, who let him tag along at
the Port Ewen Fire Department when he was a kid.
Steve also reads to kids in his Heroes Reading Program
at the Robert Graves Elementary School where he reads
about Firefighters, Veterans, and other service people.

Congratulations
to member Steve
Kelley and his brother
Jim Morse who have
created a 2nd book
The Adventures of
Becky the Fire
Truck and are
planning to create a
total of nine books.

Dues for 2017 are due and remain at $40.00 per
person, payable to Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor. Please address the envelope to my
attention and either mail the dues to the club or bring in
while the club is open (such as Thursday afternoons).
After June 30, 2017, a person has to apply for
reinstatement
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Annemarie Harms

Hudson Valley Youth Chorale

BLESS US ALL
http://www.hvyc.org

Saturday Evening

14 January 2017 7:00 p.m.
Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor Hall
Cost for tickets is $10 at the door.
Alumni and kids under 12 are free!

12 March 2017

8:45 - 11:30 AM

Doors open 8:30 a.m.

Reservations Strongly Suggested
Seating will be limited

Adults $12.50
Children under 12 $6.00

Ham Sausage Bacon Eggs Potatoes
Pancakes Rolls Bagels Bread Coffee Cake
Fresh Fruit Salad Juice - Coffee - Tea

Call for Reservations
Alina 339-5969
Hildegard 757-5135

“Everything but politics“, this was our motto after our summer break.
For a German, familiar with the culture of Stammtisch, this might
sound like an oxymoron at first. However, it turned out to be a very
refreshing concept, particularly in a fall season where it had been
almost impossible to evade politics. Actually, for some who came to
the Stammtisch it was the driving motive to attend the gathering
round! In the average we had been about six people, sometimes one or
two more, sometimes one less. This seemed to be a really nice number
for having some very interesting “round table” talks.
Topics were not hard to find, often starting with recent personal
events, such as dog birthdays or horse funerals or electronic cash
transfers, we would often end up working out our German/English
translation skills for words such as: “physical therapist, framing,
deduction, hit and run” or many others. Also we quite frequently
contemplated about philosophical and emotional aspects of language
as such, such as mother tongue , being the language that one speaks
“from his heart” or cultural reflections in idiomatic expressions. But
as soon as those would become too much we had always at least one
member who “grounded” us again by saying things like: “Das Schreiben
und das Lesen ist nie mein Fach gewesen” (Reading and Writing has
never been my subject.)
In general we have had lots of fun and enjoyed conversing in German
only, no matter what the level and age - our youngest member is five
and our oldest almost ninty!
In this spirit I am looking forward to start 2017 our third year of
“Stammtisch”! The upcoming dates for our meetings will be:
January 12th and 26th, February 9th and 23rd,
March 9th and 23rd, and April 6th.

Of course there may be changes due to weather or something
unforeseen. I would be grateful if you could contact me if
planning to attend a meeting or recommending a friend. 845527-4925

MichaelScheunemann@ymail.com

Spectator
or

Shepherd
Now is the time for all good people to
come to the aid of their chorus…..

“It is not the critic who counts; not the one who points
out how the strong person stumbles, or where the doer
of deeds could have done them better. The credit
belongs to the person who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who
strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and
again, because there is no effort without error and
shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the
deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great
devotions; who spends themselves in a worthy cause;
who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high
achievement, and who at the worst, if they fail, at least
fails while daring greatly, so that their place shall never
be with those cold and timid souls who neither know
victory nor defeat.” Theodore Roosevelt
For almost 150 years those whose mutual interests in
the cultivation of their Germanic heritage in
language, music, choral singing and social friendships
have gathered at the Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor. During the past fifty years people with
names like Bruening, Benzenhoefer, Birmingham,
Brendle, Davis, Edling, Harms, Heigemeir, Koelmel,
Kohler, Mann, Nitzschner, Stegner, Vogt, and many
others have stepped forward to ensure the continued
success and stability of our society.
Now, during the planning and development stages of
our 150th Anniversary celebration including the 38th
NYS Saengerbund Sängerfest in 2018, there are
many opportunities for the next group of leaders to
come forward and assume the mantel of shepherd
with the fortitude to guide and advance our ideals.
Look for ways you can employ you talents and
capabilities and volunteer to ensure, with a renewed
determination, that the Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor will continue to flourish and prosper.
Editor Herman Koelmel

6 May 2017
$5.00 Donation

Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor Hall
For enrollment, please contact

Reiki Master Waltraud Vianale
2 to 4 PM

wvianale@aol.com 845-383-1182

Camino de Santiago
Road to Santiago

The Way of Saint James
Dorcinda Knauth

Last May, my brother called me up and said, “I’m quitting my
job. Do you want to take a long walk with me?” Of course, I
said. I love to walk! And that simple exchange is how we
ended up, just a few months later, on the “Camino de
Santiago,” one of the oldest pilgrimages in the Christian
tradition, that culminates in a visit to the church where the
remains of St. James are buried in Galicia, Spain.
Pilgrims have been walking the Road to Santiago since the 9th
Century AD, and you can tell a pilgrim by the scallop shell
affixed to their backpack and, more often than not, a pilgrim
staff. Traditionally, pilgrims start their journey from their front
door step and make their way to Santiago, Spain in whatever
direction makes sense for them to go by foot. Living across
the Atlantic Ocean as we did though, we decided to take a
plane to France, walk across the border through the Pyrenees
and keep on heading westward, on an old network of roads
and paths marked by yellow arrows.
With our scallop shells on our packs, we walked a total of 550
miles, never once taking a cab, bus, or taxi, though believe
me, I was tempted a few times! We walked past cathedrals of
such majesty and splendor, that we stood in awe. We walked
past shepherds who waved hello, and through vineyards,
stopping long enough to eat fresh grapes off the vine. We
walked through lavish cities and the poorest villages, with
populations of less than 20 people. Sometimes we walked
with other pilgrims, learning their stories and dreams for their
future. Sometimes we walked alone, never seeing another
pilgrim for almost the whole day. We climbed mountains and
walked through flatlands that seemed to stretch on to eternity.
Some days were scorching and hot; others bitterly cold. Each
morning, we started in the dark and into a sunrise that
delighted us and warmed us. And each night we walked into
the sunset, where we searched for our night lodgings, and ate
a meal and drank Spanish wine with other pilgrims.
Along the way, a transformation happened in my heart that is
different every time I try to describe it, and which I treasure.
On the path, I learned that we are all heading in the same
direction, and while we each make our own journey, it is
sweetest if we can support each other along the way in
camaraderie and friendship. It is ok to not know why we are
doing something, or even where we will rest our head that
night. It is enough to know that the answers to our most
difficult questions lie within us.
When the journey was done, 550 miles later, we saw our final
sunset in Spain over the Atlantic Ocean from the tiny peninsula
of Finisterre, which means the End of the World. Looking across
the vast expanse of the ocean, it felt very much like the end of
the world, and for us, it marked the end of our journey. My heart
knew that my friends and family, who I longed for, were just
beyond those waters, and that I would see them soon.

Sponsor’s List
John Bruening – Michael Scheunemann
Richard & Hildegard Edling - Alina Nitzschner
Herman & Linda Koelmel - Angela Hartrum
Annemarie Harms - Jefferson Davis - Chris Kohler
Christa Scheitz - Marion Hohn
Franz & Marianne Heigemeir - Walter Bruchholz
Walter & Doris Vogt – Ed & Julia Zeboris

Reiki Masters
Waltraud Vianale Kingston

Keiko Wright
Saugerties

845-383-1182
845-594-4442
wvianale@aol.com

Reiki Circles are available monthly at
30 Seminary Drive, Barrytown, NY.
1 Day Seminars available for

Reiki I - Reiki II - Reiki AP

Herzliche
Glückwünsche

Franz &
Marianne
Heigemeir

In Loving Memory
of

R u t h M ill e r
Walter

Herzliche
Glückwünsche

Liebe Grüße
Liebe Freunde

Your Friend

Elizabeth and
Annemarie
Harms

Inge Martin

Kingston Maennerchor
and Damenchor Inc.
37 Greenkill Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401

Vielen Dank!
THANK YOU to our SPONSORS who have
so generously underwritten this Newsletter.
If you have enjoyed this newsletter please
consider a small donation to help us offset the
costs of printing and delivery by mail. You
may also consider:

Commercial Ad
3 Issues @ $25.00 per year
2” x 3½”
(Your Business Card)

Wir grüßen Sie mit Herz und Hand,
We greet you with heart and hand,

Die Sänger von dem Hudsonstrand
The singers from the Hudson Strand
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