
  

JJAANNUUAARRYY  22001166  
  

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee::  
 

As I write this column we 

have just held our fourth 

biennial Christkindlmarkt. 

What a fun time!  Our café 

was filled with people 

enjoying the great bratwurst platter and 

bienenstich dessert and the non-alcoholic 

gluhwein seems to have developed a 

reputation as we ran out a couple of times.  

Kudos to Richard for somehow managing to 

keep up with demand. 
 

A huge thank you goes to my fellow 

committee members for their hard work in 

making this event a success:  Alina and 

Christa S. in the kitchen, Inge for 

coordinating the cookies and cakes, and 

Annemarie for publicity.  To everyone who 

worked so hard before, during and after the 

Christkindlmarkt many many thanks.  We 

really connect with the community at this 

event and this year seemed to be especially 

focused on that.  
 

Looking forward to 2016 I wish all of you a 

healthy and joyful New Year.  I do hope you 

will join us for our many upcoming events 

including the fun of  “Cowboys and 

Immigrants”  to be held in April.  This 

combination line dancing and German dance 

music promises to be a challenge for all.  

Remember also our first Sunday 

Kaffeeklatsch and the Thursday evening 

Stammtisch.  Both give you the opportunity 

to delve into German language and culture. 
 

Again, thank you everyone, members and 

friends, for making 2015 a success.  We 

appreciate each and every one of you.  On 

behalf of the Maennerchor I wish all of you a 

happy and healthy 2016!   
 

Hildegard 

 

 
 

 

 

YYoouurr  HHeellpp  aanndd  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSuuppppoorrtt  iiss  UUrrggeennttllyy  NNeeeeddeedd  

We are again holding our 23 Prize Drawing in 2016.  
This event helps offset our taxes and other general 
operational expenses. There are twenty $25.00 
drawings and 3 Grand Prizes of $300.00, 
$200.00, and $100.00. All participants are 
eligible for each of the twenty $25.00 prizes and 
the final 3 Grand Prizes. There are 23 chances to 
win, with the total amount of prizes valued at 
$1,100.00. 
 

The donation for each ticket is $20.00. All the 

winning tickets will be drawn on SSuunnddaayy  1100  

JJaannuuaarryy  22001166. Included in the ticket price is a 
Pizza Party at our clubhouse on Greenkill Avenue 
with Dance Music by JJuusstt  JJaammeess  &&  BByyrroonn  JJaammeess from 
1 to 5 PM. Each participant may bring a guest for a 
cover price of $10.00.  
 

Tickets are still available by contacting JJuulliiaa  

ZZeebboorriiss at 884455--333311--55229933; you do not have to 
attend to win. 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  aallll  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt!!  
 

 

 
Founded 1868 

KKKKKKKKiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnggggggggssssssssttttttttoooooooonnnnnnnn        MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeerrrrrrrrcccccccchhhhhhhhoooooooorrrrrrrr        aaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd        DDDDDDDDaaaaaaaammmmmmmmeeeeeeeennnnnnnncccccccchhhhhhhhoooooooorrrrrrrr        IIIIIIIInnnnnnnncccccccc........        
3377  GGrreeeennkkiillll  AAvveennuuee  KKiinnggssttoonn,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  1122440011  

(845) 338-3763          www.kingstonmaennerchoranddamenchor.org 
 



 

.IINNTTRROODDUUCCIINNGG 
by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz 

Please take the time to extend a 

hand of friendship:  
 

HHeettttyy  GGuunnddeerruudd  
 

Hetty joined the Maennerchor August 12, 2015 and she 

joined as a singer.  Hetty sings in the choir at her church 

in Woodstock and the director of that choir was no other 

than Dorcinda Knauth.  So, thank you, Dorcinda for 

recruiting another singer for the Maennerchor. 
 

Hetty was born in the suburbs of London, England.  She 

studied Occupational Therapy in England, and 

completed a 4 year course in 3 years.  She left England 

when she was 21, moved to New York City and was 

hired at Mercy Hospital, then she moved to Urbana in 

Illinois and then back to this area.  She was at St Francis 

in Poughkeepsie, NY, then Hudson River Hospital 

outside of Newburgh, NY and finally at Northern 

Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck, NY.  She was 

employed for 47 years.   
 

After retiring, Hetty and her husband, Hans, moved to 

Florida for a few years.  When they came back north, 

they settled in Highwoods, Saugerties.  Hetty and Hans 

are married 52 years and have 3 sons and 3 grand-

children.  Her youngest son, Jan, lives next door to Hetty 

and owns and operates the Hungry Bambinos Pizza in 

Saugerties.  I have heard the pizza is excellent as it is all 

made from scratch.   Lazlo lives in California and is a 

manager at Tesla; the manufacturer of electric cars.  

Daniel lives in Buffalo, NY.  He is an electrical engineer 

and heads the quality safety branch at his company. 
 

Although Hetty is retired, she is a busy, busy lady.  

Besides the choir at the Woodstock Reformed Church, 

she is an elder and does at lot of volunteer work.  She 

teaches weaving, calls Bingo for seniors, and volunteers 

at RSVP.  She also sings with the Woodstock 

Community Choral.  In her spare time, she knits, 

crochets and weaves.  Hetty is also a member of the 

Sons of Norway which is how she became acquainted 

with the Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor.   

 

EErrnnsstt  MMoossssll  
 

Ernst joined the Maennerchor May 13, 2015.  He was no 

stranger to the club as his beloved wife Anneliese was a 

member for many years.  His son Ernie sang with the 

choir when he was a teenager.   
 

Ernst was born in New York City on 17
th
 Street and 2

nd
 

Ave.  He lived there for 18 years and then moved to 

Sawkill, NY.  He met Anneliese at her uncle’s grocery 

store in Sawkill.  Ernst and Anneliese were married 55 

years.  They have 3 children and 7 grandchildren.  Sadly, 

Anneliese is deceased.  All of us that knew her loved and 

miss her.  Ernst’s eldest daughter Barbara is a 24 year Air 

Force veteran and is still employed by the Air Force as a 

civilian.  Andrea is a college professor at SUNY New 

Paltz and Ernie is a Lutheran minister in Newburg, NY. 
 

Ernst was Merchant seaman for 40 years.  He also has 

done construction.  Now, in his retirement years he 

enjoys gardening and being an all around handyman. 

 

LLaauurreennss  RRiieeddeenneerr  
 

Laurens became a member October 14, 2015, joining as 

a worker. He came to know the Maennerchor through 

John Bruening and Jeff Davis.   The three met at the 

American Legion in Tillson, NY. 
 

Laurens was born in Great Neck, LI.  After 2 or 3 years 

there, his family moved to Highland, NY and then 

eventually to Kingston, NY.  He attended Kingston 

schools, graduating from Kingston High School, also 

graduating from Ulster County Community College and 

SUNY Binghamton.  He majored in German.   
 

He joined the U.S. Navy and served for 8 years.  He 

went on to a career in Navel Intelligence for 22 years in 

the Washington, DC area.  In addition to the 

Maennerchor, Laurens is a member in the Kingston 

Rotary Club, the American Legion in Tillson and is in 

the Legion Color Guard.  
 

Now retired, he enjoys being in the Civil War 

reenactment, cross country skiing and hiking.  
 

 

HHHHHHHHeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrzzzzzzzzlllllllliiiiiiiicccccccchhhhhhhheeeeeeeessssssss                
WWWWWWWWiiiiiiiillllllllllllllllkkkkkkkkoooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeennnnnnnn    

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

DDEEUUTTSSCCHHEE  

SSTTUUNNDDEE  
DOPPELTE 

 

YYoouu  ccaann  eennjjooyy  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  GGeerrmmaann  mmuussiicc,,  nneewwss,,  aanndd  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  llooccaall  iinntteerreessttss  ttwwiiccee  oonn  SSuunnddaayyss..    TTuunnee  
iinnttoo  HHaannss  SSaaffeerr’’ss  GGeerrmmaann  HHoouurr  oonn  RRaaddiioo  SSttaattiioonn  
WWKKNNYY  11449900  AAMM  aatt  1100::0055  AAMM..  
  

IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  aafftteerrnnoooonn  yyoouu  ccaann  ttuunnee  iinn  oonnccee  aaggaaiinn  ffoorr  
aannootthheerr  hhoouurr  ooff  ssooootthhiinngg  GGeerrmmaann  eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  
aanndd  rreellaaxx  wwiitthh  HHeellggaa  NNoowwaakk--RRaazzeeyy  oonn  hheerr  
HHeeiiiimmaattssttuunnddee  wwiitthh  HHeellggaa  oonn  RRaaddiioo  SSttaattiioonn  WWHHVVWW  
995500  AAMM  ffrroomm  22  ttoo  33  PPMM..    
 

CCoonnttaacctt  HHaannss  oorr  HHeellggaa  aanndd  tthheeyy  wwiillll  ppllaayy  tthhaatt  ssppeecciiaall  rreeqquueesstt..  
  



TTHHEE      PPEERRSSOONNAALLSS  
 

CCOONNVVAALLEESSCCIINNGG::  Some of our 

members and friends on the road to 

recovery include an amazing array of 

walking wounded, medical healers, 

and surgery veterans.  Recuperating from hospital 

stays, various illnesses, and health related issues are: 
 

Vivian Longto, Jodi Hoyt, Hetty Gunderud, Herman 

Koelmel, Doris Vogt, Bob Zentner’s wife Pat, and 

good friend of the club, dancer par excellence 

Vincent Werling 
 

We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers, and 

wish you all a rapid and successful return to good 

health.  Please send them a friendship note. 
 

GGeessuunnddhheeiitt,,  GGllüücckk,,  iinn  GGootttteess  SSeeggeenn!!  
 

 

 

AAllttee    KKaammeerraaddeenn  
 

 

Condolences Condolences Condolences Condolences to the families of to the families of to the families of to the families of 
our members and friends who our members and friends who our members and friends who our members and friends who 
are no longer with us.are no longer with us.are no longer with us.are no longer with us.    

 

Condolences to the friends and family of member 

Earl Johnson, member Joachim Ingellis on the 

passing of his mother Johanna, and past member 

Michael Heilemann. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, 

,,BBrrüüddeerr  uunndd  SScchhwweesstteerrnn  aauuff  LLeebbeenn  uunndd  TToodd’’  
 

 

 

 

  DDaannkkeesscchhöönn  
  

The St Joseph’s Social Ministry Hurley Food Pantry would 
like to thank the Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor for 
their generous donation of food.  Some of you have also 
donated clothing and other items to our pantry. 
  

We are a small pantry and without the help of our local 
organizations, family and friends our pantry would not be 
able to feed the needy in our community.  
  

The pantry is opened Monday, Tuesday and ½ day on 
Wednesday, depending on the weather we do a free store 
Wednesday afternoons with clothing on Franklin Street.  
  

Thank you again for your generosity. 
  

Cathy Johnson 

 

CCOOWWBBOOYYSS  aanndd  IIMMMMIIGGRRAANNTTSS  DDAANNCCEE  
1111111177777777        AAAAAAAApppppppprrrrrrrriiiiiiiillllllll        22222222000000001111111166666666        

DDDDDDDDoooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrssssssss        ooooooooppppppppeeeeeeeennnnnnnn        aaaaaaaatttttttt        HHHHHHHHiiiiiiiigggggggghhhhhhhh        NNNNNNNNoooooooooooooooonnnnnnnn!!!!!!!!  
CCoommee  aanndd  eennjjooyy  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy  wweesstteerrnn  hhooeeddoowwnn  wwiitthh  
lliinnee  ddaanncciinngg,,  ssqquuaarree  ddaanncciinngg  aanndd  bbaallllrroooomm  ddaanncciinngg..    
SShheerrrryy  aanndd  GGeeoorrggee  TThhoommaass  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  mmuussiicc  
aanndd  tthhee  lliinnee  ddaanncciinngg  lleessssoonnss..      

11111111        ttttttttoooooooo        44444444        PPPPPPPPMMMMMMMM        
SSuuggggeesstteedd  aattttiirree  iiss  jjeeaannss,,  bboooottss,,  wweesstteerrnn  sshhiirrttss  
aanndd  SStteettssoonn  hhaattss  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  wwaannnnaabbee  
ccoowwbbooyyss//ccoowwggiirrllss  oorr  DDeeuuttsscchhee  TTrraacchhtt  ffoorr  tthhee  
iimmmmiiggrraannttss  iinn  aallll  ooff  uuss!!    TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  GGeerrmmaann  mmuussiicc  
ffoorr  aallll  TTrraacchhttlleerr!!  
  

TThhee  ggrruubb  wwiillll  ffeeaattuurree  ""CCaammppffiirree  SStteeww""  aammoonngg  ootthheerr  
ddeelliicciioouuss  iitteemmss..    PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  MMaarriioonn  iiff  yyoouu''dd  lliikkee  
ttoo  hhoosstt  aa  ttaabbllee  ffoorr  aa  ppoossssee  ffoorr  aa  ggoooodd  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  oolldd  
KKiinnggssttoonn  cclluubbhhoouussee  ccoorrrraall..  

AAddmmiissssiioonn  $$1100..0000  
  

FFoorr  rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss  oorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll::  

MMaarriioonn  HHoohhnn  aatt  884455--558866--22224466  
 

 
 

 

WWee’’vvee  hheeaarrdd  yyoouu  

ssiinnggiinngg  aatt  oouurr  llaasstt  

ssiinngg--aalloonngg  ccoonncceerrtt..    

WWee  kknnooww  yyoouu  aarree  

oouutt  tthheerree..    PPlleeaassee  

ccoonnssiiddeerr  jjooiinniinngg  

oouurr  cchhoorruuss..    WWee  

rreehheeaarrssee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthhss  ooff  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

tthhrroouugghh  MMaayy  wwiitthh  JJaannuuaarryy  ooffff..    RReehheeaarrssaallss  

bbeeggiinn  aatt  66::4455  pp..mm..  aanndd  eenndd  aabboouutt  88::3300  pp..mm..  
  

OOuurr  mmuussiicc  ddiirreeccttoorr,,  DDrr..  DDoorrcciinnddaa  KKnnaauutthh,,  

aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuussiicc  CCoommmmiitttteeee,,  cchhoooossee  tthhee  

mmuussiicc  ffoorr  oouurr  sspprriinngg  ccoonncceerrtt  aanndd  ffaallll  ssiinngg  

aalloonngg  kkeeeeppiinngg  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhee  aabbiilliittiieess  ooff  tthhee  

ssiinnggeerrss  aanndd  tthhee  ddeessiirreess  ooff  oouurr  aauuddiieennccee..    

KKnnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  GGeerrmmaann  llaanngguuaaggee  iiss  nnoott  

rreeqquuiirreedd..    SSoo,,  tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  iitt;;  iiff  yyoouu  eennjjooyyeedd  

ssiinnggiinngg  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  uuss  iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr,,  ccoommee  

ssiinngg  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  uuss  nneexxtt  sspprriinngg..     
 



 

 

  

NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  SSTTAATTEE  

SSAAEENNGGEERRBBUUNNDD      IINNCC..  
www.nyssb.org  

 

Deutscher 

Chorverbund 
 

I congratulate and thank all the singers, 

members, and officers of the Kingston 

Maennerchor and Damenchor for their 

gracious hospitality in hosting our 

recent New York State Saengerbund 

Convention and the Bundes Music 

Committee Meeting.  The ideas and 

discussions of this convention may 

lead to the rebirth and future success of 

our New York State Saengerbund.   
 

SSave OOur SSängerfeste 
 

Due to our increasing age and declining numbers of our 

singers statewide, our sängerfest participation is at an all 

time low.  To make any improvement we must redefine 

our goals and readjust our processes and procedures.  

Our mutual goal is to promote and advance German culture 

and tradition through music and education but to continue to 

join together as viable choruses we must develop 

alternatives to our traditional sängerfest events.  Some 

specific things that must happen: 
 

Each chorus should review the convention minutes and 

continue the discussion on how to help support and 

improve sängerfest participation and our sängerfest 

future.  For example, for many years each verein 

presented individual chorus performances at sängerfest.  

Perhaps we can adapt some of those characteristics.   
 

Some suggestions included: 

� Make the sängerfest weekend two days.  This would 

be fair for all choruses to host and participate, and it 

lowers the cost to participants 

� Eliminate the competitive portion of “Prize Singing” 

� The Mass Chorus performs 5 to 6 songs as selected 

by the delegates at a BMC meeting 

� Each chorus submits 3 songs they wish to perform to 

BMC to help reduce duplicate presentations.  Some 

songs have several versions which may be permitted 

� Some choruses suggested curtailing the current 

competition format for one or two cycles in the 
sängerfest and see how this works for all choruses.   

� If we can develop a viable format perhaps we 

could have sängerfest biennially. 
 

To reinvent sängerfest we asked all delegates to go back 

to their singers and discuss the options, opinions, 

preferences, alternative choices, and see how their 

members feel.  No suggestions are wrong – every chorus 

has their own explanation for low participation in the 

sängerfest. 
 

� Each chorus should meet with their director to 

discuss and understand their position on the pros and 

cons to the current sängerfest format.  What do we 

keep?  What do we cut out?  What do we change? 

� List suggestions on events in which your chorus 

would want to participate:  

o Mass Chorus – with/without individual chorus 

participation – small audiences 

o Prize Singing – with/without adjudicators, 

eliminate for next few sängerfeste).   

o Include sängerfest cycle (2/3 yrs), length (2/3 days). 

o Suggestions on how to fund and offset costs to 

host (concerts, fests, dances). 

� Submit your suggestions, thoughts, and ideas by mid 

January 2016 so that all the input can be compiled 

and redistributed to all choruses for everyone’s 

review and comment. 

� At the Spring Bundes Music Committee meeting we 

can develop a more comprehensive plan to further 

discuss and develop a less complicated process of 

sängerfest music/performance. 
 

AAtt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee,,  wwee  mmaayy  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ssccaallee  ddoowwnn  tthhee  lliisstt  ttoo  tthhee  

vviittaall  ccoommppoonneennttss..    TThhiiss  ccaann  tthheenn  bbee  ttaakkeenn  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  

cchhoorruusseess  aanndd  ddiissccuusssseedd  aaddddiittiioonnaallllyy..    AAtt  tthhee  nneexxtt  

CCoonnvveennttiioonn,,  wwee  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ssaayy  ““tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  wwee  wwaanntt  

ttoo  ddoo””  ““tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  wwee  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbeeccoommee””..      

 

Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen und Kameradschaft, 
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie 

 

HHeerrmmaann  AAllffoonnss  KKooeellmmeell,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  
 
 

ZZZZZZZZuuuuuuuummmmmmmm        GGGGGGGGeeeeeeeebbbbbbbbuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrttttttttssssssssttttttttaaaaaaaagggggggg        VVVVVVVViiiiiiiieeeeeeeellllllll        GGGGGGGGllllllllüüüüüüüücccccccckkkkkkkk        
        

HHHHHHHHoooooooocccccccchhhhhhhh        SSSSSSSSoooooooollllllllllllllll                SSSSSSSSiiiiiiiieeeeeeee        LLLLLLLLeeeeeeeebbbbbbbbeeeeeeeennnnnnnn   

BBiirrtthhddaayy  GGrreeeettiinnggss  ttoo  VViivviiaann  LLoonnggttoo,,  tthhee  eellddeesstt  

aaccttiivvee  ssiinnggeerr  iinn  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttaattee  SSäännggeerrbbuunndd,,  wwhhoo  

rreecceennttllyy  cceelleebbrraatteedd  hheerr  9900
tthh

  bbiirrtthhddaayy..  
  



 

 

  
 

 

2200  MMaarrcchh  22001166  
DDoooorrss  ooppeenn  88::3300  aa..mm..  

SSeerrvviinngg  HHoouurrss  

88::4455  --  1111::3300  AAMM  
  

RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  SSttrroonnggllyy  SSuuggggeesstteedd  
SSeeaattiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  lliimmiitteedd  

  

AAdduullttss  $$1122..5500  

CChhiillddrreenn  uunnddeerr  1122  $$66..0000  
  

MMeennuu::  
PPaannccaakkeess  bbyy  FFrraannzz  aanndd  EEdd  

HHaamm        SSaauussaaggee        BBaaccoonn        EEggggss      PPoottaattooeess          
RRoollllss        BBaaggeellss        BBrreeaadd        CCooffffeeee  CCaakkee  

FFrreesshh  FFrruuiitt  SSaallaadd  
JJuuiiccee  --  CCooffffeeee    --    TTeeaa  

  
  

CCaallll  ffoorr  RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  

AAlliinnaa    ((884455))  333399--55996699  

HHiillddeeggaarrdd    ((884455))  775577--55113355  

 

 

 

A  Neighborly  Tip 
 

PPuutt  yyoouurr  ccaarr  kkeeyyss  bbeessiiddee  yyoouurr  bbeedd  aatt  nniigghhtt..    IIff  yyoouu  hheeaarr  aa  

nnooiissee  oouuttssiiddee  yyoouurr  hhoommee  oorr  ssoommeeoonnee  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ggeett  iinnttoo  

yyoouurr  hhoouussee,,  jjuusstt  pprreessss  tthhee  CCaarr  FFiinnddeerr  HHoorrnn  BBuuttttoonn  ffoorr  

yyoouurr  ccaarr..  
  

TThhee  ccaarr  aallaarrmm  wwiillll  bbee  sseett  ooffff,,  

aanndd  tthhee  hhoorrnn  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  

ssoouunndd  uunnttiill  eeiitthheerr  yyoouu  ttuurrnn  iitt  

ooffff  oorr  tthhee  ccaarr  bbaatttteerryy  ddiieess..    
  

AAfftteerr  aa  ffeeww  sseeccoonnddss,,  aallll  tthhee  

nneeiigghhbboorrss  wwiillll  bbee  llooookkiinngg  oouutt  

ooff  tthheeiirr  wwiinnddoowwss  ttoo  sseeee  wwhhaatt  

iiss  ggooiinngg  oonn  oouuttssiiddee..    

CChhaanncceess  aarree,,  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  

nnooiissee  aanndd  aatttteennttiioonn,,  tthhee  

iinnttrruuddeerr  wwoonn''tt  ssttiicckk  aarroouunndd..      
  

AAllwwaayyss  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  yyoouurr  kkeeyyss  wwhhiillee  wwaallkkiinngg  ttoooo  oorr  

ffrroomm  yyoouurr  ccaarr  iinn  aa  ppaarrkkiinngg  lloott..    TThhee  aallaarrmm  ccaann  wwoorrkk  tthhee  

ssaammee  wwaayy  tthheerree..    
 

 

 

The club’s annual dues are payable in January of each year.  
The current amount is $40.00 per member, with checks 
payable to The Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor.  
Payment should be given to the Financial Secretary.  If 
dues remain unpaid by March 31, notices will be mailed. If 
a member’s dues remain unpaid by June 30, a notice of 
dismissal of membership with instruction for re-
instatement will be sent to that member. 
 

Just a reminder - designation as a worker requires a 
member to work in at least two functions or committee 
activities per year.  We always welcome workers in any 
capacity, as well as singers. 
 

The Financial Secretary should be informed directly for 
changes of member’s information, change in type of 
membership type, withdrawal from membership, 
member sponsorship. 
 

Please feel free to contact me at the club or call my 
home number if you have any questions concerning the 
above issues. I am available most evenings and weekends 
at 845-336-7440. 

AAnnnneemmaarriiee  HHaarrmmss  
 

 

FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  AARRCCHHIIVVEESS  
Hildegard Edling, Historian/Archivist 

 

VVIICCEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT  
  

TTEERRMM  OOFF  OOFFFFIICCEE  

HHeeiinnzz  VVooggtt  1973, 1974, 1975, 1978, 2005, 2006 
DDiieetteerr  SScchheeeerreerr  1976 

not found 1977 

JJoohhnn  NNeelliiaa  1979 
not found 1980 

RRuuddyy  SScchhlliicchhttiinngg  1981, 1982 

GGuuss  HHaannsseenn  1983, 1984, 1994, 1995 
HHaannss  SSaaffeerr  1985, 1986, 1987 

WWaalltteerr  VVooggtt  1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993 

TToonnyy  SStteeggnneerr  1996, 1997, 1998, 1999 
DDoorrootthhyy  BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm  2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 

MMoonniikkaa  KKaauuffmmaannnn  2004 
BBoobb  RRoosssslleerr  2007, 2008 

JJeeffff  DDaavviiss  2009, 2010, 2016 
AAlliinnaa  NNiittzzsscchhnneerr  2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 

 

The position of Vice-President seems to have floated 

among quite a few members over the years since 1973.  

It is interesting that not one Vice-President advanced to 

the position of President during these years; however 

Dorothy Birmingham served as President during the four 

years prior to becoming Vice-President. 
 



 

 

IIssllee  ooff  HHooppee,,    

IIssllee  ooff  DDrreeaammss  
 

From time to time we have stories about where our 
members came from and how they came to America, 
settled, married, raised their families, and became hard 
working, patriotic citizens.  This story is of Hermann Kölmel 
(1900-1965) who arrived on Christmas Eve 1924. 
 

Hermann was sponcered by his Aunt Sabine and stayed with 
her and her husband Josef Rieger in Watervliet, NY.  The 
Rieger's had three children, Joseph, Lina, and Hilda (Helen).   
 

On 26 December 1924 Hermann wrote and sent a 
letter to his Mother Maria Anna and his six siblings.  It 
was written on ships stationary from the 

NNoorrddddeeuuttsscchheerr  LLllooyydd  „„SStteeaammsshhiipp  CCoolluummbbuuss””..   
 

Dear Mother and Siblings!    Watervliet, 26 December 1924 
 

Want to let you know that I arrived at my dear 
relatives in Watervliet on Wednesday morning at 
1:30 AM, happy and healthy.  My good uncle met me 
at the railroad station in Troy in the middle of the 
night and indeed recognized me by a photograph; and 
then we went by electric street car to his house, 
where I was very friendly welcomed.  The joy of 
welcome was a very happy one all around.   
 

Dear mother and Siblings, don't worry, I am well 
taken care of by my uncle, and work is assured.  I like 
it here very much.  Life here is very different then at 
home.  Like the saying, "Now a complete new life 
begins".  Christmas was merry and ceremonial, like 
at home with your family, and even I was very 
generously given beautiful presents.   
 

Uncle, Aunt, and children are also all healthy; and 
they are all good and friendly and concerned about 
me.  You also don't have to worry about me, because 
the most difficulties are over.   
 

The passage over, over the wild ocean, was very 
stormy.  Most became seasick, and on the third day 
most laid half dead, and only a very few came to 
meals. I was not bothered by seasickness. I could 
always eat and never felt bad.  It was always very 
cheerful and lively on the boat and also in Bremen, 
and we always had good food.   
 

On Monday we arrived in Proklin (Brooklyn) at 1:00 
PM.  Previously, we had a medical examination.  
Afterwards we had to stay onboard until Tuesday 

7:00 AM.  Then out to 
baggage customs check.  At 
10:00 AM we boarded 
another boat to Ellis Island, 
where we arrived at 11:00 
AM.  Then we had another 
thorough medical 
examination, every man to 
three doctors.  27 persons 
were returned back to 
Germany on the Steamship 
Columbus.  After this, all our 
papers were checked again.   
 

At 5:00 PM we again were brought to a boat and 
arrived in New York at 7:00 PM.  After that, I went by 
train, and arrived in the Troy Station after Midnight 
at 12:30 AM.  Like I mentioned before, my arrival was 
very friendly welcomed by my uncle.  And so I can look 
to the future confidentially. 
 

I will sign off for today, hoping that this letter 
reaches you in good health, as it has left me, and wish 
you all lasting happiness for the New Year and stay 
healthy together.  Hearty Greetings to all, 
 

Your Son and Brother, Hermann 
 

Many greetings to 'Manda  and I will write to her by Saturday.   
 

Also greetings to Emil Kölmel, Family Wendelin 
Fettig, Family Lorenz and to the manager of the 
Crown Tavern.  Special greetings to the Choir 
Manager Becker, and all the Choir Brothers.  
Greeting to August Lorenz, I took care of his 
letters, but could not visit the family personally, 
because I would have to travel by train further back 
than (from you) to Mannheim. 
 

Note: Before Hermann left Germany he went to speak 
with Ciriak Kleinbub, Amanda's Father, to ask for 
Amanda's hand in marriage.  Hermann also sought 
Ciriak's permission to send for Amanda and bring her to 
America.  Hermann was persuasive and received Ciriak's 
blessings on both requests.  Ciriak, Hermann's future 
father-in-law, passed away in his home in Elchesheim on 
Christmas Day, 25 December 1924, one day after 
Hermann arrived in America and a day before this letter 
was written and sent. 
 

Hermann’s first job in America was cutting ice on the Hudson 
River.  After the ice melted he started his first permanent 
job at Burdon Iron Works in Troy with references from his 
former employer the Benz-Werks in Gaggenau, Schwarzwald. 



OO  TTaannnneennbbaauumm  
 

The most famous 

Weihnachtsbaum 

in the world, the 

Rockefeller Center 

Christmas tree in 

New York City, 

came from our 

dear friend and 

member Gertrud 

Asendorf in 

Gardiner this year. 
 

On Christmas Eve 

1931, with the 

nation mired in the 

Great Depression, 

a group of con-

struction workers 

erected a 20-ft. tree on what would become one of 

the city's greatest architectural monuments. The 

men had cause to celebrate, they were about to get 

paid.  Two years later, Rockefeller Center held the 

first official tree-lighting ceremony. 
 

The 78-foot-tall, ten-ton Norway spruce was 

recently cut, wrapped and shipped, decorated, and 

lit for the world to see and enjoy.   
 

Gertrud is the widow of 

Albert Asendorf.  They 

were both staunch 

members of Die 

Bergvagabunden Schuh-

plattler for many years 

where Gertrude served as 

Trachtenmutter.  Gertrud 

sang with our chorus and 

even traveled with us to 

Germany.   
 

She lives with her son 

Albert; they share their 

tree to encourage us all 

to celebrate and 

commemorate the 

birth of Christ with 

wishes of Peace and 

Joy in the New Year. 
 

Vielen Dank! Gertrude & Albert 

wwiiee  ttrreeuu  ssiinndd  ddeeiinnee  BBlläätttteerr!!        
 

 

FFeeiieerrttaaggss  

EEiinnllaadduunnggeenn    

HHoolliiddaayy  

IInnvviittaattiioonnss  
 

  

GGGGGGGGeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaannnnnnnn        CCCCCCCChhhhhhhhrrrrrrrriiiiiiiissssssssttttttttmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaassssssss        SSSSSSSSeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrvvvvvvvviiiiiiiicccccccceeeeeeee        
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

325 Mill St, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Sunday 20 December 2015    2:00 PM 
  

  

HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  wwaattcchheedd  tthhee  VViieennnnaa  
PPhhiillhhaarrmmoonniicc  NNeeww  YYeeaarr''ss  CCoonncceerrtt  
aanndd  wwoonnddeerreedd  wwhhaatt  iitt  wwoouulldd  bbee  lliikkee  
ttoo  bbee  tthheerree  aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  lliivvee  
pprreesseennttaattiioonn??    WWeellccoommee  tthhee  NNeeww  
YYeeaarr  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  mmuussiicc  bbyy  
JJoohhaannnn  SSttrraauussss,,  JJrr..,,  JJoohhnn  PPhhiilliipp  
SSoouussaa,,  aanndd  mmoorree!!    YYoouu  ccaann  aatttteenndd  aa  
mmaarrvveelloouuss  NNeeww  YYeeaarr''ss  DDaayy  GGaallaa  
CCoonncceerrtt  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  HHuuddssoonn  VVaalllleeyy  
pprreesseenntteedd  bbyy  tthhee::  

CCoorrttllaannddtt  CChhaammbbeerr  OOrrcchheessttrraa  

Richard Simmons 

Music Director and Conductor 

FFrriiddaayy  11  JJaannuuaarryy  22001166  

HHoollyy  NNaammee  ooff  MMaarryy  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  

111100  GGrraanndd  SSttrreeeett  

CCrroottoonn--OOnn--HHuuddssoonn,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk 

TThhee  CCoorrttllaannddtt  CChhaammbbeerr  OOrrcchheessttrraa  iiss  aann  aallll  vvoolluunntteeeerr  
eennsseemmbbllee  ooff  mmuussiicciiaannss  wwhhoo  lloovvee  ttoo  mmaakkee  mmuussiicc..    TThheeiirr  
ccoonncceerrttss  aarree  FFRREEEE;;  ddoonnaattiioonnss  aarree  aallwwaayyss  wweellccoommee..  

PPrree--CCoonncceerrtt  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  bbyy  tthhee  

SSSSSSSSiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmoooooooonnnnnnnnssssssss        FFFFFFFFaaaaaaaammmmmmmmiiiiiiiillllllllyyyyyyyy        FFFFFFFFuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnttttttttiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmeeeeeeee        BBBBBBBBaaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd        
BBeeggiinnss  aatt  22::0000ppmm 

 

Sunday Kaffee Klatch 
  

AAlliinnaa  hhaass  pprroommiisseedd  aa  ssppeecciiaall  
ssuurrpprriissee  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  wwiitthh  NNeeww  
YYeeaarr  ttrreeaattss  aanndd  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  
vviiddeeoo  pprreesseennttaattiioonn..    CCoommee  aanndd  
eennjjooyy  eeaacchh  ootthheerrss  ccoommppaannyy  oonn    

SSuunnddaayy  JJaannuuaarryy  33rrdd  22001166  

ssttaarrttiinngg  aatt  22  PPMM..  

CCoommee  rreellaaxx  aanndd  vviissiitt  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ffrriieennddss  

uunndd  eeiinneenn  gguutteenn  RRuuttsscchh  iinnss  nneeuuee  JJaahhrr!!  
 

 



 

 
 

January 2016 
 

In 2015 we, a group of German speaking 
enthusiasts, had gathered about thirty 
times in order to speak in German only, 
enjoy various home cooked meals, yes and 
sometimes frozen pizza as well, and we 
called that “the Stammtisch”. 
 

In the average we were about eight people 
from different backgrounds who shared one 
major interest: speaking German while 
enjoying each other’s company. At the end 
of February 2016 the Stammtisch will be 
one year old. As 2015 comes to its end and 
as our group is about to celebrate our first 
birthday it is time to look back a little and 
to look forward a lot. 
 

For the first couple of months we used to 
meet on a weekly basis, eventually we 
changed that into a bi-monthly gathering. 
While many of our regular members are 
either native speakers of German or close 
to native, there are several members who 
are beginning learners. Whereas in German 
the word “Stammtisch” implies some kind of 
discussion around political topics, our 
Stammtisch discussed mostly topics that 
have rather little to do with conventional 
politics. This turned out to not only 
preserve the peace among us but also to be 
a really fun thing to do.  Nevertheless, we 
have also covered current events, in 
Germany and in the United States.  Every 
person can propose a topic, sometimes the 
topics are just “born” out of the 
conversation. 
 

It turned out that food in all its varieties is 
very fascinating and intriguing.  It was 
interesting to experience that each one of 
us would improve our personal German and 
English vocabulary this way.  We also 
enjoyed talking about travel experiences in 
or around Germany; we used maps which 
became very useful. 
 

The plans for the future of the Stammtisch 
are several: First, the hope is that we will 
continue to have fruitful and compelling 
discussions in German, not only with our 
current “stamm” of members, but also with 
new ones. In order to reach this goal, we will 
reach out more to the public and help the 
word spread that there is a group of people 
who gathers bi-monthly with the purpose of 
keeping the German language alive in the 
Kingston area. Also, we are in the process of 
developing a concept to include more 
beginning learners in our group and maybe 
offer some basic level German instruction, 
for those who want to start learning 
German.  Our next meetings of the 
Stammtisch will be:  
 

January 7th   -   January 21st 
 

February 4th   -   February 18th 
 

March 3rd 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions 
about the Stammtisch, please contact: 
Michael Scheunemann, 
 

(854) 527-4925 
 

MichaelScheunemann@ymail.com 
 

 

 



  

  

  

  
  

  

  



 

 

  

 

Sponsor’s  List 
  

JJoohhnn  BBrruueenniinngg  ––  MMiicchhaaeell  SScchheeuunneemmaannnn  

RRiicchhaarrdd  &&  HHiillddeeggaarrdd  EEddlliinngg  --  AAlliinnaa  NNiittzzsscchhnneerr  

HHeerrmmaann  &&  LLiinnddaa  KKooeellmmeell  --  AAnnggeellaa  HHaarrttrruumm  

AAnnnneemmaarriiee  HHaarrmmss  --  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  DDaavviiss  --  CChhrriiss  KKoohhlleerr  

CChhrriissttaa  SScchheeiittzz  --  IInnggee  LLuueettttggeerr  

FFrraannzz  &&  MMaarriiaannnnee  HHeeiiggeemmeeiirr  --  WWaalltteerr  BBrruucchhhhoollzz  

WWaalltteerr  &&  DDoorriiss  VVooggtt  ––  EEdd  &&  JJuulliiaa  ZZeebboorriiss 

  

 

AArree  yyoouu  ooff  GGeerrmmaanniicc  HHeerriittaaggee??      
CCaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  yyoouurr  iimmmmiiggrraanntt  

ggrraannddppaarreennttss  oorr  ggrreeaatt  ggrraannddppaarreennttss  aanndd  hhooww  
hhaarrdd  tthheeyy  wwoorrkkeedd,,  ssaanngg  aanndd  ddaanncceedd  aanndd  
bbeeccaammee  ggoooodd  AAmmeerriiccaannss??    LLeett  tthhiiss  bbee  yyoouurr  
iinncceennttiivvee  ttoo  jjooiinn  uuss  ttoo  mmoottiivvaattee,,  iinnssppiirree,,  aanndd  

ssuussttaaiinn  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  iinn  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  oouurr  GGeerrmmaann  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  
ttrraaddiittiioonnss..    DDeemmoonnssttrraattee  ttoo  yyoouurr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  
tthheeiirr  ddeesscceennddeennttss  hhooww  ttoo  bbee  pprroouudd  ooff  tthheeiirr  lleeggaaccyy  aanndd  hheerriittaaggee.. 

  

 

 

 

HHeerrzzlliicchhee  

GGllüücckkwwüünnsscchhee  
 

FFFFFFFFrrrrrrrraaaaaaaannnnnnnnzzzzzzzz        &&&&&&&&        
MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaarrrrrrrriiiiiiiiaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeee        
HHHHHHHHeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiggggggggeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiirrrrrrrr 

 

  

 

  

  

IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy    

ooff  

EEEEEEEEaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrllllllll        JJJJJJJJoooooooohhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnssssssssoooooooonnnnnnnn                
 

HHeerrzzlliicchhee  

GGllüücckkwwüünnsscchhee  
  

YYoouurr  FFrriieenndd  
  

IIIIIIIInnnnnnnnggggggggeeeeeeee        MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrttttttttiiiiiiiinnnnnnnn 

  

 

  

  

BBeesstt  WWiisshheess  
  

GGGGGGGGaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrwwwwwwwwoooooooooooooooodddddddd        &&&&&&&&        
LLLLLLLLoooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaiiiiiiiinnnnnnnneeeeeeee        CCCCCCCClllllllliiiiiiiinnnnnnnneeeeeeee  

  



 

KKiinnggssttoonn  MMaaeennnneerrcchhoorr  

aanndd  DDaammeenncchhoorr  IInncc..  
37 Greenkill Avenue 

Kingston, New York 12401 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vielen Dank! 
 

THANK YOU to our SPONSORS who have so generously 

underwritten this Newsletter.  If you have enjoyed this newsletter 

please consider a small donation to help us offset the costs of 

printing and delivery by mail.  You may also consider: 
 

 

Commercial Ad 

3 Issues @ $25.00 per year 
2” x 3½” 

(Your Business Card) 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

WWWWWWWWiiiiiiiirrrrrrrr        ggggggggrrrrrrrrüüüüüüüüßßßßßßßßeeeeeeeennnnnnnn        SSSSSSSSiiiiiiiieeeeeeee        mmmmmmmmiiiiiiiitttttttt        HHHHHHHHeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrzzzzzzzz        uuuuuuuunnnnnnnndddddddd        HHHHHHHHaaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd,,,,,,,,                                DDDDDDDDiiiiiiiieeeeeeee        SSSSSSSSäääääääännnnnnnnggggggggeeeeeeeerrrrrrrr        vvvvvvvvoooooooonnnnnnnn        ddddddddeeeeeeeemmmmmmmm        HHHHHHHHuuuuuuuuddddddddssssssssoooooooonnnnnnnnssssssssttttttttrrrrrrrraaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd        
We greet you with heart and hand,                     The singers from the Hudson Strand 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

OOffffiicceerrss  &&  SSttaaffff  22001155 
 

President  Hildegard Edling 

Vice President  Jefferson Davis 

Recording Secretary Alina Nitzschner 

Correspondence Sec Christa Scheitz 

Treasurer  Angela Hartrum 

Financial Secretary Annemarie Harms 

Archivist/Historian Hildegard Edling 

Trustee 2016  Annemarie Harms 

Trustee 2017  Walter Bruchholz 

Trustee 2018  Chris Kohler 

Honorary President Dorothy Birmingham 

Honorary President John Bruening 

Honorary President Herman Koelmel 

Honorary President Ernest Mann 

 SSttaannddiinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeeess//CChhaaiirrppeerrssoonnss::  
 

Bar   John Bruening 

Good & Welfare Marion Hohn 

House   W.Vogt/R. Edling 

Scholarship    
  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  SSttaaffff::  

Editor   Hermann Koelmel 

Transcription  Christa Scheitz 

Talent Corner   Hildegard Edling 

Archives  Hildegard Edling 

Introducing  Doris Vogt 

Reporters  Club Members 

 
 

MMuussiicc  
 

Music Director Dr. Dorcinda Knauth 

Asst. Music Director Sherry Thomas 

Music Chairs Donna Stegner - Hildegard Edling 

 

2016  Events 
 

JJaann  1100  PPiizzzzaa  PPaarrttyy  &&  2233  PPrriizzee  DDrraawwiinngg  
MMaarr  2200  BBrreeaakkffaasstt      88::4455  ––  1111::3300  AAMM  

AApprr  1177  CCoowwbbooyyss  &&  IImmmmiiggrraannttss    11  ttoo  44  PPMM 
 


