
  
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		 

 

 �� ��

  

PPrr eessiiddeenntt ’’ ss  MM eessssaaggee::   
 

I first want to thank all of you who 
have packed my parachutes 
throughout the years.  After a long 
summer we come together again with 
a renewed determination to foster and 
promote our cultural heritage, rich in 
the tradition of music and song. 
 

One of our major accomplishments includes a hugely 
successful 35th Sängerfest in Utica this past June.  
Congratulations and Vielen Dank to our Sängerfest 
Chorus for their first place finish in Gemischterchor 2. 
Klasse.  A tip of the hat and pat on the back to the 
singers, Jerry, and Sherry for a job well done! 
 

Since we have participated successfully and taken home 
the 1st place trophy in this competitive singing category 
for three consecutive Sängerfeste we are permitted to 
keep and retire the trophy.  In the spirit of competitive 
camaraderie we have presented the New York State 
Saengerbund with replacement trophies for both the 1st 
and 2nd place finishes in Mixed Chorus 2nd Class. 
 

Preparations for our Liederabend on November 21st, 
under the guidance of our Dirigent Jerry Hoch and 
Accompanist Sherry Thomas, are coming along very well. 
We are putting the final touches on our concert program; a 
few more rehearsal and it's Showtime. 
 

2010 Annual Election 11/11/09:  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the singers, officers, 
committees and chairpersons, and all the work-teams for 
their hard work, dedication, and commitment.  I would 
also like to commend all the members who have kept 
their promises to uphold the German traditions and 
culture so we could continue to flourish and prosper.  I 
am very proud to have worked with you all to keep us in 
the forefront of our cultural awareness in the City of 
Kingston and the State of New York. 
 

Most of the incumbents will continue their commitment 
and dedicated service to the chor, however after three 
multiple-year terms as an officer I must now step down and 
encourage others to continue the work of all past officers in 
a combined 141 years of service. 

 

At the recent New York State Saengerbund Annual 
Convention I was honored to be elected to my 4th 
consecutive three year term as President.  I will use my 
time to help them complete their journey to incorporation 
and 501c3 Not for Profit designation.  This is vital to their 
member organizations and will significantly improve their 
ability to survive the increasing pressures of a spiraling 
economy and waning memberships.  
 

I am proud to have worked with you all for over a 
decade in reducing and eliminating our property debt, 
developing our corporation into a 501c3 Not for Profit 
organization, restructuring our tax base, and preserving 
and promoting our German heritage, culture, and 
traditions through music and song. 
 

I look forward to continue singing in the chorus and 
working with you on the Music Committee, Newsletter, 
and assisting in any way that I can in helping insure the 
future of our verein. 
 

There are many exciting events scheduled for the rest of 
2009: the �����������  on Nov 21st, the 	
������������  
on Dec 04th & 05th, and the very reflective and inspiring 
�������	
��������	
���
��������  on Dec 20th.  Please 
check your calendars and make a commitment to support 
your Germanic culture, heritage, and tradition by coming 
to our activities and events.  You’ll find good times, eine 
tolle Zeit mit Gemütlichkeit und viel Spass! 
 

May the upcoming holiday season touch your hearts and 
bring peace to your souls. Zum bevorstehenden 
Weihnachtsfest senden wir Euch die besten Glück und 
Segenswünsche. Fröhliche Weihnachten und ein 
glückliches Neues Jahr gefüllt Mit Hoffnung, Friede, 
und Heiterkeit.  To the pending Christmas celebration 
we send you wishes of best luck and blessings.  Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with hope, 
peace, and serenity. 
 

Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen und Kameradschaft, 
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie 

 

Herman Alfons Koelmel, President 
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�� ��  �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��  by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz 

We hope you will take the time to extend a hand of 
friendship and welcome to: 
 

Karl and Tammy Firmbach 
 

Karl and Tammy joined the Maennerchor in January 
2009.  They were introduced by Ruth Miller and 
Walter Bruchholz and they will be worker bees on 
Team 2.  A welcome addition, I am sure. 
 

Tammy was born in west Islip, L.I. Her family 
moved to Red Hook when Tammy was a young girl 
and she attended local schools and graduated from 
Red Hook High School.  Tammy is a working mom.  
She is a window clerk at the Port Ewen Post Office 
and is affiliated with the APWU American Postal 
Workers Union. 
 

Karl’s father comes from Hanover, Germany, 
though Karl was born and raised in Kingston. He 
attended grade school and graduated from Kingston 
High School.  He went to Siena College and 
graduated with a degree in accounting.  He is 
CPA/Partner/owner of Firmbach & Firmbach 
CPA’s.  He is affiliated with the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants; the New York 
State Society of CPA’s and served 9 years on the 
Board of Directors of the Kingston Regional Health 
Foundation. 
 

Karl and Tammy live in Kingston and they have 
three children.  Molly is in the U.S. Navy, Remi is 
going to Northeastern University in Boston and 
Hanna is a senior at Kingston High School.  They 
also have Gavin Bogert, their 16 month old 
grandson. 
 

They enjoy traveling, visiting historical places and 
ATV trail riding as well as cooking.  Now who is 
the better cook?  The important thing is to enjoy life 
and that is what they are doing.  
 

Kristen Lee Kringle 
 

Kristen was introduced to the “Club” by Hildegard 
Edling.  She joined August 12th, 2009 and will be a 
worker.  She was born in Kingston Hospital but 
grew up in New Paltz, NY and attended the local 
schools there.  Kristen went to SUNY in Albany, 
NY.  She majored in German with a minor in 
English.  She graduated with a Masters Degree in 
Spanish Education and teaches Spanish at the 
Poughkeepsie Middle School.  
 

Kristen is really serious about learning German 
well.  Charlotte Folkl helped her prepare for a state 
exam on German grammar, reading, writing and 
culture, which she passed.  So congratulations to 
both, student and tutor.  Vindora and Richard 
Wixom are also very helpful.  On Thursday 
evenings, for a nominal fee, they host an informal 
dinner party where only German is spoken.  Plus, 
they also play word games and watch movies, etc.  
 

Kristen likes to travel and she is an avid reader.  She 
enjoys the classics, Russian literature, historical 
westerns and cowboy stories.  She loves Mark 
Twain.  She is also a collector of books: comic 
books, children’s stories and short stories, which 
she enjoys reading since they are optimistic. 
 

As I said, Kristen enjoys traveling.  She lived in 
Spain for 2 years, in Mexico for part of one 
summer, in Costa Rica for one summer and in 
Germany for four summers.  Where to next, 
Kristen?  She also has time in her busy schedule for 
four house cats.  Are they pampered pets? I am 
willing to bet they are. 
 

Dolores Krastin 
 

Dolores was accepted as a member on August 12, 
2009. She was proposed by Heinz Vogt.  Although 
“Dee” is a new member, she is no stranger to the 
“Club”.  Her beloved husband, Kurt, was a member 
for many years, as was Kurt’s mom, affectionately 
known in the Chor as “Tante Katie”.  Sadly, both 
are deceased.  Kurt was a singer and worker on 
Team 3, and Dolores was always a willing helper.  
 

Dolores was born in Amsterdam, NY and came to 
Kingston when she was just a toddler.  She attended 
Kingston schools and graduated from Kingston 
High in 1956. At that year’s May Day celebration, 
Dolores was elected May Queen.  In 1957 she 
attended the Central Academy of Beauty Culture in 
Newburgh, NY.  After passing her State Board, she 
became a licensed beautician.  I met “Dee” when 
we both worked at Mickey’s Beauty and Barber 
Shop on North Front Street in Kingston.  After 
working both full and part-time for about 30 years, 
Dee is now retired.  
 

Dolores and Kurt were married for 48 happy years, 
when Kurt passed in November 2008.  They owned a 
home in Ulster Park and Dolores is still living there. 
Dee and Kurt have three sons, Raymond, who lives 
with his wife and three children in Pennsylvania.  He 
is a Benefits manager; Kurt Guy, who lives in 



Massachusetts with his wife and two children and is 
a teacher; and Steven, who lives in Muenster, 
Germany.  He is an artist both painting and sculpting.  
 

In addition to the Chor, Dee is a member of the 
Steuben Society unit # 50.  She is an excellent cook 
and baker, likes to travel and do crossword puzzles 
and will be a very good member. 
 

Robert Zentner 
 

Robert was introduced to the Maennerchor by Arnie 
Johnson who brought him in for the famous 
Thursday afternoon work parties with the guys. John 
Bruening introduced him for membership and he was 
accepted in September 2009 and will be a worker. 
 

Robert was born in Brooklyn, NY and as a youngster 
moved to Queens, NY.  He attended local schools in 
Queens and graduated from Woodrow Wilson, High 
School.  He married his wife Patricia in 1963 and a 
year later, they moved to the country.  They live in 
Stone Ridge, NY and they raised four children there.  
They have 3 sons, John who is a Colonel in the Air 
Force in Colorado, Bob, who is Vice-President of 
Sales for the Hopewell Nursery in Bridgetown, NJ; 
and Michael, who is in sales in Cherry Hill, NJ.  
Sadly, their lovely daughter, Karen Marie, was 
tragically killed eighteen years ago.  On a happier 
note, they have six granddaughters and one grandson.  
 

Now retired, Robert owned two manufacturing 
facilities in Kingston, one on Gage Street and the 
other one on Foxhall Ave. and also one in Centralia, 
Ill.  They manufactured mostly auto parts as well as 
automatic letter sorter parts for the Postal Service in 
Topeka, Kansas and he did metal display work for 
Benjamin Moore Paints.  
 

Although retired, Robert manages to stay busy.  He 
is a very active fundraiser for the Shiners’ Hospital.  
This is a very worthy cause, as I believe they do 
wonderful things for children who have been badly 
burned and for very seriously ill children.  
 

In addition, Robert belongs to many other 
organizations.  In 1974 he joined the Masons, 
Lodge 343, in Kingston.  In 2000, he joined the 
Shriners and in 2010 he will become Potentate 
(president) for the Cypress Shriners in Albany.  He 
also belongs to the Scottish 32nd Right Masons in 
Albany.  He was a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce both in Kingston and Centralia, Ill. 
 

He gets his love for travel by attending conventions. 
Robert and Patricia have been to San Antonio, 

Texas, St. Louis, MO, and in 2010 will be traveling 
to Toronto, Canada as the new Potentate.  
Congratulations on being elected, and we wish you 
good luck and success.  
 
 

�� �� ��  �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��  �� �� �� �� ��
On Sunday morning while enjoying Frühstück, glancing 
through the NY Times, or savoring that extra cup of 
coffee, tune into Hans Safer’s GERMAN HOUR on 
Radio Station WKNY 1490AM at 10:05 AM.  Listen to 
beautiful German Music and hear announcements of 
local interests.  Music and entertainment for young, old, 
and all of us in between! 
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aanndd  tthhee  WWaall llss  CCaammee  TTuummbbll iinngg  DDoowwnn  
 

On the afternoon on 9 November 1989, during a press 
conference, a GDR spokesman blundered and 
preannounced that the government was changing the 
travel restrictions on East Germans; this was not to be 
made public until 4 AM the next morning.  The news 
was picked-up and broadcast on West Berlin 
Television causing many Berliners on both sides to 
immediately head toward the barriers and the Wall. 
 
 

The East Berlin guards, supported by 30,000 Russian 
soldiers, were always under orders to fire on anyone 
breeching the boarder barriers.  Without direction from 
above, and to their credit, the guards held their fire 
allowing both sides to cross and meet each other.  We 
now celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall which was the first step toward German 
reunification, formally concluded on October 3, 1990. 
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Please make check payable to and mail to: 
Herman Koelmel 

78 Baker Road Bearsville, NY 12409 
hkoelmel@hvc.rr.com     (845) 679-8352 
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2009 Departed Members 
 

Condolences to the families of our members 
and friends who are no longer with us. 
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Other Dear Friends around the state: 
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Our thoughts and prayers are with you, 

,Brüder und Schwestern auf Leben und Tod’  
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23 Prize  Drawing - Pizza Party - and Dance  
Your Help and Financial Support is Urgently Needed 
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Courtesy of the Kingston Freeman 
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37 Greenkill Avenue 
Kingston, New York 12401 

 

 

 
Vielen Dank! 

 

THANK YOU to the following SPONSORS who have so 
generously underwritten the 2009 Newsletters. 
 

IInnggaa  MMaarrttiinn      HHeerrmmaann  &&   LLiinnddaa  KKooeellmmeell   
CChhrriissttaa  SScchheeii ttzz      CCaarrll   BBeell ll   
FFrreedd  &&   AAll iiccee  BBoorraatthh    AAll iinnaa  NNii ttzzsscchhnneerr  
JJuueerrggeenn  &&   RRoosseemmaarryy  KKlleeuukkeerr   CChhrriissttaa  KKoohhlleerr  
 
 
 
 

If you have enjoyed this newsletter please consider a small donation 
to help us offset the costs of printing and delivery by mail. 
 

For the latest information please visit our website 
www.nyssb.org/KMD.htm 
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Vice President  Jefferson Davis 
Recording Secretary Christa Scheitz 
Corresponding Secretary Charlotte Folkl 
Treasurer   Joan Arena 
Financial Secretary  Annemarie Harms 
Liedermutter  Vivian Longto 
Liedervater  Henry Buser 
Archivist/Historian  Hildegard Edling 
Trustee 2009  Walter Bruchholz 
Trustee 2010  Alina Nitzschner 
Trustee 2011  Inge Luettger 
President Emeritus  Dorothy Birmingham 
President Emeritus  John Bruening 
President Emeritus  Ernest Mann 

 

Standing Committees/Chairpersons: 
Bar   John Bruening 
Good & Welfare  Doris Vogt 
House  Walter Vogt/Richard Edling 
Music  Oskar Benzenhoefer/Fred Schink 

 

Ad-Hoc & Other Committees/Chairpersons: 
Calling List  Charlotte Folkl 
Hall Rental  Walter Vogt/Carl Bell 
Work Team Coordinator Hildegard Edling 
Newsletter  Herman Koelmel 
Budget   Joan Arena  
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