JANUARY 2013
Travel with us in 2013

President’s Message:
Thank you to all, both members and
friends, for your support during
2012. We have had a good year
and are especially pleased that so
many new members have stepped
up to the plate to be workers.
Everyone’s talents are needed –
join us and help out if you do not do
so already. It is a great way to make new friends.
A number of changes have been made in our ByLaws. Most of the amendments have been made to
accommodate necessary changes in our
operations. One directly impacts members by
requiring payment of dues no later than the end of
June in each calendar year. Annemarie Harms,
Financial Secretary, addresses this change in an
article in this newsletter. Members should be
receiving a copy of the amended By-Laws sometime
in the first quarter of the new year.
We’re traveling again! Unfortunately the Longwood
Gardens trip had to be cancelled BUT we have a three
night trip to Boothbay Harbor, Maine scheduled for
the first week in June. You will find detailed
information in this newsletter and we hope that you
will join us for what promises to be great fun.
A special thank you to all our officers. They all agreed to
serve for another year. We encourage you, our members,
to attend monthly business meetings. Meetings are
the best way to keep up to date with the activities of
our club and to have input into decisions. It is also a
great way to introduce new ideas.

4 Days – 3 Nights
Wednesday - to - Saturday
5th to 8th June 2013
Come join us on a 4 day adventure to our
waterfront destination, Boothbay Harbor, Maine!
We will be staying at the Boothbay Harbor Inn on
the water’s edge, next to the famous wooden
footbridge, for easy access to the town of
Boothbay Harbor. Just a short walk will take you to
a wide variety of shops, galleries, and restaurants.
Round-trip Motorcoach Transportation
Welcome reception at the Boothbay Harbor Inn
3 full breakfasts and 2 full dinners
Baggage handling - Lobster bake - Harbor cruise
1 hour narrated tour with Local Guide
Admission to the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
1 scoop of ice cream at Len Libby’s – Scarborough, ME
FREE time to explore Perkins Cove, Ogunquit, Maine
Price per person:

$525/double - $645/single - $515/triple
Deposit of $75 required at time of reservation

All of us at the Kingston Maennerchor
and Damenchor wish all of you a
Happy, Healthy, Peaceful New Year.

Final payment due 15 April 2013
For Reservations please contact:

Walter Vogt at 845-336-6534
Richard Edling at 845-757-5135
All prices are based on a minimum of 30 people
For further details see the events section of our website
www.nyssb.org/KMD.htm

Hildegard
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INTRODUCING
by Doris Vogt and
Christa Scheitz

Please take the time to
extend a hand of
friendship:

Angela Hartrum
Angela was introduced to the Kingston
Maennerchor and Damenchor by her mother, Alina
Nitzschner. Alina is our Vice-President, she is a
singer and all around helper. She bakes good cakes
too. When our beloved treasurer needed help due to
illness, Alina mentioned that Angela was an
accountant and would be willing to help Joan. When
Joan passed, Angela was hired on a permanent
basis. She decided to join and was accepted for
membership on July 11, 2012.
Angela was born in Queens, NY. The family moved to
Boiceville and she attended the Onteora School
District, graduating from Onteora High School.
She went on to Ulster County Community College
and graduated with her degree in accounting. She
is employed by Ulster-Greene ARC where she is the
Revenue and Reinvestment Manager.
Angela lives in Saugerties with her husband, Robert,
and son Zachary. She also has a daughter in her
twenties and a 3 year old granddaughter. Angela
and Robert have been married 14 years. In addition
to her work at ARC and, of course, keeping house,
Angela is a professional knitter and she crochets
too. She knits for a lady in Woodstock, NY. Alina
taught Angela to knit at a very young age, 6 or 7.
Later, as a single mom, Angela needed a way to
support herself and her daughter, so these knitting
skills came in very handy.

Robert Hartrum
Bob was welcomed to the club November 14,
2012. He was familiar with the Maennerchor
through his mother-in-law, Alina Nitzschner, our
Vice-President. Also his wife, Angela, is our new
treasurer. When Bob said he would like to tend bar,
he made John Bruening very happy. Being bar
chairman, John is always on the look-out for more
bartenders. Bob was really initiated when John

asked him to tend bar our very successful SingAlong, Dinner-Dance event. He did a great job.
Bob was born in Kingston, NY and currently lives in
Saugerties, NY. He went to the local schools,
graduating from Saugerties High School. He also
studied electrical engineering at Boces. He is in the
blasting business. He worked for Dyno Nobel in Port
Ewen for 20 years and is now employed by Austin
Powers. Bob and Angela have been married 14
years. They have a 13 year old son, along with
Angela’s daughter and they have a 3-year old
grand-daughter.
Bob is an avid sportsman. He played semi-pro
football for 7 years with the Hudson Valley Vikings
and the Kingston Panthers. He enjoys camping,
hunting and fishing. He plays in the indoor league
Milken Sports Dome soft ball and volley ball.
And- last but certainly not least - Bob served his
country for six years in the Army National Guard.
We thank him for his service.

Ray Lucas
Ray was introduced to the Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor by his friend and fellow member Robert
Zentner. They both enjoy the Thursday afternoon
men’s group. Ray was accepted on August 8, 2012
and he joined as a worker. Ray and Bob cooked the
wurst at our September Wurst Fest.
Ray was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He graduated
from High School there and went on to earn a degree
in electrical engineering. He lived in Milwaukee for 35
years and then moved to New York State. Although
his mailing address is Kingston, NY, he actually lives in
the town of Rosendale. Ray and his wife Ilana have
been married 33 years. They have 3 children and a
grandson who is 3½.
Ray is very active in the town of Rosendale. He is
the Police Commissioner for the town and also
project manager for the town Community Center.
In addition, he served on the Rip Van Winkle Boy
Scout Council for 10 years and is a Shriner. He has
been with the Shriners for 22 years and in 2013
he will be Potentate. The Shriner organization is
truly a dedicated group and what they do for
children is really wonderful.

INTRODUCING Continued

Frances Horowitz

In his spare time, Ray enjoys spending time with his
grandson. Also, he loves to cook and I know, judging
from cooking for the Wurst Fest, he is really good at it.

Frances, better known as Fran, joined the Kingston
Mannerchor and Damenchor on October 10, 2012.
She was introduced by her friend and neighbor,
Ruth Froehlich. Ruth has been a loyal and
supporting member of the club for many years.
Fran joined as a social member but is willing to help
when she can. She already volunteered for clean-up
at our October 21st breakfast.

Annemarie Milcznowski
Annemarie joined the Maennerchor on August 8,
2012. She was no stranger to the club, having
attended many past events. She was introduced
for membership by Annemarie Harms and joined as
a social member. Just recently retiring (June), she
will see how her time goes but she is willing to help
when she can. She has already pitched in by making
a delicious salad for our recent Wurstfest. Thank
you for that.
Annemarie was born in Wuerzburg, Germany. Her
family emigrated to this country when she was 5
years old. They emigrated to Plainfield, NJ and she
graduated from Plainfield High School. Currently she
lives in Lamontville, NY and has lived there since
1969. As I said before, Annemarie is recently
retired. She was a teacher’s aid at Rondout Middle
School for 19 years. She will be babysitting a new
grandchild six weeks old. She also was a bank teller at
Ulster Savings Bank for 8 years and worked part time
for 8 years at Mother Earth Health Food Store.
Having 4 daughters and 8 grandchildren is keeping
Annemarie busy. Two of the grandchildren are taking
German in school. Annemarie keeps up with her
German by corresponding with a friend in Germany.
While living in Plainfield, Annemarie joined the
Plainfield Maenner und Damenchor. They had the
honor of singing at Radio City Music Hall in New
York City. Hopefully, one day she will be able to sing
with our Chor.
Annemarie is a member of Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Kingston and taught Sunday School for 8
years. I don’t know Annemarie, there seems to be a
lot of number 8’s in your life. Maybe you should buy
a lottery ticket.

Fran was born in White Plains, NY. She lived in
Croton, NY and at age seven, her family moved to
Red Hook. Fran lived there until 1980 and then
moved to Kingston, her current residence. She
attended local schools in Red Hook, graduating
from Red Hook High School. She went to college in
Oswego and then in New Paltz for her masters
degree in teaching. She teaches at Red Hook
Middle School. Fran has three children, a son and
two daughters, all living locally. She volunteers at
her church and enjoys gardening and quilting. I
understand she has a room in her home devoted to
her quilting.

WELCOME
2013
We started our Sunday Kaffee Klatch a few years ago as
an alternative to a New Years Eve celebration. This year we
will welcome in the “New Year” on the first Sunday of the
month, January 6th with a musical Der Zigeunerbaron. The
Gypsy Baron is an operetta in three acts by Johann
Strauss II which premiered in Vienna in 1885.
This colorful tale takes place in Hungary during the
18th century. It’s about the marriage of a landowner
(returned from exile) and a gypsy girl who is revealed
as the daughter of a Turkish Pasha, and the rightful
owner of a hidden treasure. It involves a fortunetelling Romany Queen, an absurdly self-important
Mayor, a rascally Commissioner, a Military Governor,
a band of Gypsies and a troop of Hussars. This DVD
has English subtitles so everyone can enjoy and
understand the story.
Come and enjoy each others company on the first
Sunday afternoon of the month. From 2 to 4 PM you
can visit with your friends, enjoy cake and coffee, and
watch a German video.

Your Dues
Are Due
As Financial Secretary, I am learning that many of our
members are unsure about some of the procedures
about our club. I hope to clarify some of them.
The club’s annual dues are payable in January of
each year. The current amount is $35.00 per
member, with checks payable to The Kingston
Maennerchor and Damenchor. Payment should be
given to the Financial Secretary. New amendments
to our By-laws were recently passed concerning
unpaid dues. If dues remain unpaid by March 31,
notices will be mailed. If a member’s dues remain
unpaid by June 30, a notice of dismissal of
membership with instruction for re-instatement
will be sent to that member.
Just a reminder - designation as a worker requires
a member to work in at least two functions or
committee activities per year. We always welcome
workers in any capacity, as well as singers.
The Financial Secretary should be informed directly
of the following occasions:
• Changes of member’s information, such as, address, phone
number, etc.
• Withdrawal of membership
• Sponsoring of a new member
• Change in type of membership (such as Social to Singer)
The newly amended By-Laws will be available in the
near future. Please feel free to contact me at the
club or call my home number if you have any
questions concerning the above issues. I am
available most evenings and weekends at 845336-7440.
Annemarie Harms

23 Prize Drawing
Pizza Party
and Dance
Your Help and Financial Support is Urgently Needed

We are again holding our 23 Prize Drawing in 2013.
This event helps offset our taxes and other general
operational expenses. There are twenty $25.00
drawings and 3 Grand Prizes of $300.00,
$200.00, and $100.00. All participants are eligible
for each of the twenty $25.00 prizes and the final 3
Grand Prizes. There are 23 chances to win, with the
total amount of prizes valued at $1,100.00.
The donation for each ticket is $20.00. All the
winning tickets will be drawn on Sunday 13 January
2013. Included in the ticket price is a Pizza Party at
our clubhouse on Greenkill Avenue with Dance Music
by Ed Rrocks from 1 to 5 PM. Each participant may
bring a guest for a cover price of $10.00. You do not
have to attend to win.
For more information or tickets, please contact
Hank Busser at (845) 338-3763

DEUTSCHE
STUNDE
D O PPEL TE
You can now enjoy beautiful German music, news, and
information of local interests twice on Sundays. Music
and entertainment for young, old, and all of us in between!
On Sunday while enjoying Frühstück, glancing
through the Kingston Freeman, Poughkeepsie
Journal, or savoring that extra cup of coffee, tune
into Hans Safer’s German Hour on Radio Station
WKNY 1490 AM at 10:05 AM. You can hear him
live on your pc at www.1490wkny.com
After your Mittagessen you can tune in once again
for another hour of soothing German
entertainment and relax with Helga Nowak-Razey
on her Heimatstunde with Helga on Radio Station
WHVW 950 AM from 2 to 3 PM. Helga may be heard
throughout the Mid Hudson River Valley and as far
away as Connecticut and New Jersey.
Contact Hans or Helga and they will play that
special request for you or your special person.

NEW YORK STATE
SAENGERBUND INC.
www.nyssb.org

Deutscher
Chorverbund

We had a very constructive convention
in Utica in October. I want to thank all
the delegates who participated for
their dedication, preparation, and
thoughtful deliberation.
One of the major points of
discussion was that although our
choruses are getting older and
smaller, we need to develop unique solutions to this
dilemma. One thought was to follow the example of
the Syracuse vereine when they merged singers
from each of their separate choruses to create the
Syracuse Liederverein to represent the Syracuse
community at the prize singing competition of the
sängerfest. The Buffalo Schwaben and Buffalo
Edelweiss singers joined together to maintain a
substantial chorus in their region.
To continue with this logic; smaller groups of singers
could unite with other choruses in a similar manner:
•

•

•

Kingston and Poughkeepsie singers could band
together for prize singing as the Mid Hudson
Valley Liederverein.
Singers from Troy, Albany, Schenectady, and
Saratoga could create a Capital District
Liederverein for prize singing.
Gloversville singers could join in with Utica and
Rochester singers could join in with Syracuse.

Perhaps there are alternative solutions;
Binghamton’s chorus, on the verge of collapse three
years ago, pulled themselves up by their
bootstraps, went out and rebuilt their chorus, and
took home 4 of the 7 trophies available in
competition this summer at the Poughkeepsie
Sängerfest. As those old German emigrants would
say, “Where there’s a will, there’s a way”.
Since the convention we’ve learned that we are now
approved and recognized as a 501c3 Not for Profit
Organization in New York State. The final stage; the
Federal IRS 501c3 documentation is being reviewed
by our NYCON attorney and hopefully we will receive
the Federal IRS 501c3 recognition early in 2013.

May the upcoming Christmas season of holy joy touch
your hearts and bring peace to your souls. Fröhliche
Weihnachten und ein glückliches Neues Jahr.
Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen und Kameradschaft,
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie

Herman Alfons Koelmel, President

THE

PERSONALS

CONVALESCING: Some of our
members and friends on the road to
recovery include an amazing array
of walking wounded, medical healers,
and surgery veterans. Everyone is reportedly doing
better. Recuperating from hospital stays, various
illnesses, and health related issues are
Oskar and Ellie Benzenhoefer, Ed & Trudy Brown, Gus
Emig, Charlotte Folkl, Pat Kelley, Roger Kelley,
Herman Koelmel, our Music Director Dorcinda’s
father Christopher Knauth, Christa Kohler, Vivian
Longto, Bernhardt Scholldorf, and Walter Vogt.
We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers, and
wish you all a rapid and successful return to good
health. Please send them a note of friendship.

Gesundheit, Glück, in Gottes Segen!

Alte Kameraden
Condolences to the families of
our members and friends who
are no longer with us.
Our dear friend, singer, and godmother Ruth Miller;
may her Harbor Lights guide her through eternity.
Bob Rossler, our comrade, colleague, und Wirt. He
“nailed it right everytime”. Please keep your
thoughts and prayers in your heart for Bob’s dear
wife Ginny Rossler who also lost her father Arthur
Sampsen, who passed away in July; and her mother
Virginia Shirley Davis Sampsen, who passed away in
November. Her parents were married for 64 years.
Also remember our long time singer and friend Richard
Bracklow, John Fokel’s brother, Alina Nitzschner’s
sister, and Karl Holl from Poughkeepsie Germania.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you,

,Brüder und Schwestern auf Leben und Tod’

Talent Corner
Hildegard Edling’s hooked wall hanging of sunflowers, a robin and
birdhouse received “First Place”, “Best Hooked Article” and
“Chairman’s Choice Award for Needlework & Stitchery” at the
2012 Dutchess County Fair. This wall hanging is hooked in a
combination of the Traditional and Waldoboro techniques.

It is of note that the settlers of Waldoboro came from Germany
and true to the frugality of the day the wools of these rugs came
from recycled clothing. One wonders whether all the reds and
oranges came from “union suits”!!

FROM the ARCHIVES
Hildegard Edling - Historian/Archivist
Club members went “cleaning” crazy in the basement
one fall day and found this really neat sign.

While the origin of the traditional rug hooking technique is hard to
trace, the Waldoboro technique has a traceable history. This style
was developed in and around Waldoboro, Maine in the early 1800’s.
In 1838 a rug in this style was exhibited in Portland, Maine. The
name Waldoboro Style was given to these rugs in 1931.
An original Waldoboro rug was hooked on linen, hooked elements
were sculpted creating a raised three-dimensional design,
background loops were clipped or sheared, background colors were
usually black, cream or sage green, and scarlet was frequently
used for scrolls. Although linen is still used today, other backing
fabric is also used. Also today
many colors and designs are
hooked in this technique.
In Hildegard’s piece the robin,
ladybug, lower large leaves, all
flower centers and the upper left
flower petals are in the
Waldoboro technique with
multiple levels in the flower
centers. This is an old pattern
with burlap backing fabric and
she has not been able to
accurately identify the designer.
Her background is clipped – what
a job that was says she!!

This interesting sign was made by Heinz Vogt, Sr.
sometime in the 1960’s. We know it was made for a
special event but do not know which one. The sign is
painted on board and studded with upholstery nails.
Heinz Vogt, Sr. immigrated to the United States
from Germany, where he learned the upholstery
trade, in the early 1920’s. He met his future wife
Elizabeth in the “German Casino” in New York City.
They lived in the Bronx, had 5 children (Rita, Heinz
Jr., Walter, George and Paul) and moved to
Kingston in 1947 where he continued his
upholstery business. He and his family became
involved with the Maennerchor and Mr. Vogt served
as President from 1955 – 1957.
Both Heinz Vogt, Jr. and Walter continue to be
members of the Maennerchor. Heinz was very
active for many years and served as Financial
Secretary and Vice President. Walter has served
as Trustee and continues to give many hours to the
club as House Committee Co-Chairman.
If any of you remember this sign and can share more
information about it please contact me at the club.
The sign now hangs in the barroom for all to see and
appreciate.

Alles
G ut e !
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Josef & Christiana Fink

Franz
Heigemeir

In Memory

In Loving Memory

of

of

Emil E.
Hiller

Buddy Martin
H e rz lic h e G lü c k w ü n s c h e

Best Wishes
From Your Friend

From Your Friends

Peter and Hilda Schmidt
Herbert and Marianna Schmidt
In Loving Memory

Anneliese
DiGennaro
BE PROUD OF YOUR
GERMAN HERITAGE

of

Ann Schmitt
Richard & Hildegard Edling

In Loving Memory
of

Franz Lüttger

Join the J. C. Weiser Unit
No. 50 in Kingston, NY
Steuben Society of America

Kingston Maennerchor
and Damenchor Inc.
37 Greenkill Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401

Vielen Dank!
THANK YOU to our SPONSORS who have so generously
underwritten this Newsletter. If you have enjoyed this newsletter
please consider a small donation to help us offset the costs of
printing and delivery by mail. You may also consider:

Private Sponsor
(1 issue) - 2” x 3½” $20.00
Yearly Commercial Ad
(3 issues) - $35.00 per year
2” x 3½”
(Your Business Card)
For the latest information please visit our website

www.nyssb.org/KMD.htm

Wir grüßen Sie mit Herz und Hand,
We greet you with heart and hand,

Kingston Männerchor
and Damenchor Inc.
C a le n d a r o f E v e n t s 2 0 1 3
Date
Jan 6 Sun
Jan 13 Sun
Feb
Mar 17 Sun
Apr 21 Sun
May 19 Sun
Jun 23 Sun
July
Aug 18 Sun
Sept 29 Sun
Oct 19-20
Nov 17 Sun
Dec 6-7
Dec 15 Sun
Dec 16 Mon

Event
Welcome 2013
Pizza Party-Raffle
No Activity
Sunday Breakfast
Bauernball
Spring Concert
Dinner Dance
No Activity
Wurstfest
Breakfast
NYSSB
Herbst Konzert
Christkindlmarkt
German Christmas
Staff Christmas

Time
1:30 – 4:30 PM
1 – 5 PM

Band
Ziguenerbaron
Ed Rrocks

8:45 – 11:30 AM
1 – 5 PM
1 – 6 PM
1 – 5 PM

Joe Unger
Mtn Tops
Ed Rrocks

1 – 5 PM
8:45-11:30 AM
Convention
1 – 6:30 PM
1:30 - 3:30 PM
6:30 PM

Joe Unger

Bud & Linda
Kng HS Band

Music
Music Director
Dr. Dorcinda Knauth
Asst. Music Director Sherry Thomas
Music Chair
Herman Koelmel

Die Sänger von dem Hudsonstrand
The singers from the Hudson Strand

Officers & Staff 2013
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Correspondence Sec
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Archivist/Historian
Trustee 2013
Trustee 2014
Trustee 2015
Honorary President
Honorary President
Honorary President
Honorary President

Hildegard Edling
Alina Nitzschner
Christa Scheitz
Doris Vogt
Angela Hartrum
Annemarie Harms
Hildegard Edling
Jefferson Davis
Christa Kohler
Walter Bruchholz
Dorothy Birmingham
John Bruening
Herman Koelmel
Ernest Mann

Standing Committees/Chairpersons:
Bar
John Bruening
Good & Welfare
Charlotte Folkl
House
W.Vogt/R. Edling
Music
Herman Koelmel

